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Dear Agent's Name:

When convicted killer and rapist Colin Cyrus escapes during a prisoner transfer in the remote backcountry of Louisiana, he goes on another rampage, this time unleashing a dark and mysterious power in the heart of the bayou. His death at the hands of Detective Raleigh Spencer marks only the beginning of the ascension of the underworld, a combustible nightmare of phantoms, prophecy, and unmitigated evil.

Detective Spencer must protect Cora Lee and her unborn baby from the clutches of the no-longer-corporeal Colin Cyrus, whose deadly reach extends beyond the grave. New Orleans' Fifth District is soon plagued by a host of supernatural calamities, and only Cora Lee's faith in God and the courage of her guardian can save the day.

Bloody Dawn has been completed at 104,000 words. I have enclosed a brief synopsis and would be pleased to send you sample chapters or the entire manuscript.

An SASE is enclosed for your reply. Thank you for your consideration.









Sincerely,









Brent Phillips
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BLOODY DAWN
Synopsis
by Brent Phillips

A Cajun melody can be heard in the distance, slicing through the muggy night air, the melancholy clarion call of Louisiana's remote marshland. This is bayou country, where isolated clans intone an inscrutable dialect; where warm rain provides a constant I.V. drip; where drum, fiddle, and accordion rise from the swampland like lost souls in the misty twilight.


The Cajuns slip in and out of waterways, skimming the water's surface in their carved-out cypress boats, filling wooden buckets with crawfish, and going ashore to trap for nutria and muskrat. They are as much a part of the landscape as the milkweed, the pelican, the green water snake. But something has come to disturb this evergreen paradise, something as old as the prehistoric gators prowling its bottomless bogs, something as black as the water's murky depths.


When detectives Raleigh Spencer and Floyd Ketchum crash their patrol car during a secretive prison transfer, they unleash a monster of a man, Colin Cyrus, a convicted murderer and rapist with a gruesome rap sheet and a sadistic sense of destiny. He is a prophet gone mad, a foot soldier of evil, and he speaks of the inevitable reckoning he will leave in his bloody wake.


His rough-edged partner dies in the crash, but Detective Spencer survives, limping from the wreckage to track Colin through a downpour in remote bayou backcountry. Colin leads him to a small cabin in the woods, but the detective arrives too late. Colin has already shot Leon Baptiste to death, ruthlessly raped and beat his wife Cora Lee, and decapitated their two dogs with a machete. Detective Spencer empties his gun into the killer, but Colin's death is only the beginning.


Cora Lee, catatonic and brutalized, will have more than the savage memories running wild in her subconscious to overcome, more than the loss of her soul mate and best friend to mourn. Though she doesn't know it, she is pregnant. And her attacker has pledged his soul – and her unborn child – to Satan.


To survive, Cora Lee will have to rely on her faith, both in herself and in her God, to hold onto everything good left in her life: her child, her relationship with her sister, and her memory of Leon. She will have to learn to trust her own instincts and believe in her own dreams.


She will get help from Detective Spencer, whose devotion to her, whether borne of guilt or a sense of duty, is steadfast throughout; from her sister Mae Ella and brother-in-law Thomas, the latter of whom will bear his own scars when their ordeal is finished; and from Dr. Phyllis Ford, a young ob-gyn whose medical and scientific background does not rule out an understanding of the supernatural.


Their quest to undo the evil of Colin Cyrus is not an easy one. The cast of supporting characters has its own agenda: a ruthless police commissioner willing to compromise his fidelity and professionalism; an overeager reporter hoping for the scoop of a lifetime; and a superintendent of police who has a compromising file on everyone in New Orleans but himself, a closet transvestite. Mr. Cyrus, though physically dead, proves plenty formidable as he reaches from beyond the grave to sow mayhem wherever his spirit goes.


In the end, Cora Lee never loses faith, and Detective Raleigh Spencer shows his own mettle, jumping through fire to protect Cora Lee and her baby. As for the bayou, its Cajun inhabitants go on as they always have, skimming the murky waterways in their cypress boats and filling the night air with their haunting melodies, somehow oblivious to the nightmare unfolding in the marshland around them.
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BLOODY DAWN
Chapter Outline
by Brent Phillips
Chapter 1


Cora Lee Baptiste, a strikingly beautiful Creole woman who lives with her husband Leon in bayou country, wakes up early one morning from a terrible nightmare. Her husband soothes her, and later that morning the two make love, hoping this time she will conceive.


Meanwhile, Detective Raleigh Spencer and his partner Floyd Ketchum are transporting deranged killer and rapist Colin Cyrus to a nearby prison. Floyd and Colin soon go at it, and their bickering distracts Raleigh who should be keeping his eyes on the slippery road. Raleigh ends up losing control after a mysterious gust of wind conspires with the pouring rain to roll the patrol car. 


Floyd is killed instantly and Raleigh seriously injured. Colin, once again, is free. Before leaving the wreck, he nearly dispatches Raleigh but inexplicably walks away. He will never show mercy again.

Chapter 2


After wandering in the bayou for a few hours, Colin finds a lone cabin in the woods. Leon has left for work, and Cora Lee is all alone. Colin makes quick work of JoJo and Rascal, their hounds, after he finds a machete in the shed. He then brutally attacks and rapes Cora Lee. 


Leon comes back from work when he realizes he's left his lunch at home. When he finds the dogs dead, he races inside the cabin and throws himself at Cora Lee's attacker. A big and powerful man, Leon nonetheless is no match for Colin, who knows how to handle himself in a fight to the death.


Raleigh, limping and in pain, has tracked Colin to the cabin. But he's too late. Colin kills Leon with a bullet to the gut before the detective can get inside. Raleigh then empties his gun into Colin when the possessed man tries to attack him.

Chapter 3

Both Leon and Colin are dead, and Raleigh waits in the cabin with Cora Lee, seemingly catatonic, for help to arrive. The detective, too, is shocked and overwhelmed by the morning's violence.


At the hospital, Raleigh meets with Dr. O'Brien, who, after giving Cora Lee a thorough exam, is convinced she'll heal, at least physically. It's her mental condition he's worried about.


Mae Ella Wallace, Cora Lee's younger sister, gets a telephone call from Dr. O'Brien imploring her to come to the hospital at once. At the hospital, Mae Ella is given the news and must bear the awful responsibility of identifying Leon's body. Then she visits Cora Lee, who seems to have buried at least some of the details of the attack in her subconscious. 

Chapter 4

Mae Ella's husband Thomas meets her at the hospital and finds out the horrible news. They return home together and discuss the ramifications of everything that has happened. Cora Lee, they decide, will live with them until she's back on her feet.


Raleigh, meanwhile, feels guilty for the tragic series of events and vows to watch over Cora Lee from here on out.


When the story is leaked to the media, Superintendent of Police Alfonso Jourdan addresses reporters at a press conference. He ends up fielding a bevy of hardball questions and later decides somebody – Raleigh, to be specific – will have to be the fall guy.

Chapter 5

Superintendent Jourdan dresses down Raleigh, telling him he's to blame for everything that happened and will be officially reprimanded, demoted, and transferred to another district. Raleigh is defiant, but on his way out of the building he finds himself sharing a stairwell with the ghost of Colin Cyrus.


As an added measure of security, the superintendent blackmails Times-Picayune reporter Christine Daily. He knows all about her drug habit but promises not to bust her so long as she spins the Colin Cyrus story correctly.

Chapter 6

Before driving to the Baptistes' cabin to have it boarded up, Thomas, along with his cat Aristotle, sees a fleeting image at home, a shadowy figure disappearing up the stairs. He decides it must have been an optical illusion of some kind.


Mae Ella goes downtown to the French market and ends up visiting a voodoo woman, who tells her that Cora Lee and the family are in trouble and can expect to be visited from beyond the grave. She sends Mae Ella home with protection: some magic powders and magic potion.


Christine, still fuming about Superintendent Jourdan's decision to blackmail her, calls Raleigh, hoping the two can find a way to circumvent the superintendent's plans. Raleigh is skeptical but agrees to meet the reporter.

Chapter 7

The superintendent has a file on anyone of import in town (the better to blackmail them with), but no one knows his dirty little secret. After a long day at work, he comes home and goes downstairs to his basement. After donning a flimsy blue satin negligee, a matching pair of high heels, and a blond wig, the closet transvestite sits down in front of a porn film. He's interrupted, however, by an orgy of paranormal phenomenon, including a giant head that talks like the late Detective Ketchum (even if its words come from someone else) and slimy little shadow figures with razor-sharp claws. The latter maul him to pieces.


Raleigh and Christine, who have decided to confront the superintendent, arrive in time to hear his screams. They find what they think is a woman under a pile of rubble in the basement. Actually, it's the superintendent, and he's still alive though scared out of his mind, leaving him a moronic vegetable.


Raleigh calls the police, and as they sort through the crime scene, the house nearly comes alive, shaking and quaking and making one officer disappear. 

Chapter 8

Thomas and Mae Ella arrive at the hospital to pick up Cora Lee. But as Dr. O'Brien tries to assist them in sharing the news about Leon's death, Cora Lee stops them. She already knows Leon was killed, because Leon visited her last night in her sleep. 


Back home, Thomas senses an evil presence, one real enough to toss Aristotle across the yard and shake the house.


He's not the only one. Captain Mobley, Raleigh's superior back at the Fifth District, meets an untimely death when the ghost of Detective Ketchum takes control of his patrol car and kills him in a violent crash.

Chapter 9

Six weeks later, Mae Ella is driving Cora Lee to see Dr. Phyllis Ford, a good friend and highly capable gynecologist. But they run into a traffic jam along the way, and a long-haired hippie with a beard and a dirty robe hurls Old-Testament-style prophecy at Cora Lee before the cops haul him away.


Raleigh, meanwhile, appears in front of the five-member panel that makes up the New Orleans Police Commission. Head Commissioner Gerald Le Blanc offers Raleigh the late Captain Mobley's job. There's just one condition: Raleigh must agree to keep the supernatural talk to a minimum.


Back at Dr. Ford's office, Cora Lee finds out the good news: she is pregnant! Like her sister, Mae Ella is overjoyed, although she can't help but wonder, who's the father?
Chapter 10

That evening, a deluge of ravens assemble on the giant magnolia in the back yard. Over the next few days, they come and go like clockwork, until Thomas decides to do away with them. His plan to poison them fails, however, and he is nearly killed by them when they pass on the poison and attack him instead. 


Cora Lee and Mae Ella manage to pull him away from the ravens, but as they dash to the house, they turn to see the ravens assembling in front of them, apparently at the orders of the largest and most formidable among them, their leader. The women and the injured Thomas are transfixed by the hypnotic birds and watch as they gather their dead and fly away.


Dr. Ford arrives to look at Thomas' wounds. When Mae Ella tells her the story, she's not surprised. Having been to Africa and witnessed black magic, she's no stranger to the supernatural.

Chapter 11

Raleigh visits Cora Lee and her sister and, after unloading a bit of his guilt, tells them about the supernatural forces at work. The women are relieved to hear that they're not the only ones seeing or dreaming about ghosts. Later that afternoon, Thomas, who is still recovering from the ravens' attack, dreams about Leon, who warns him that Colin has made a pact with the devil and has promised the baby to him. Leon arms him with as much knowledge as he can for the coming battle.

Chapter 12


Commissioner Le Blanc pays a visit to Miranda, the superintendent's ex-wife, a conniving woman with a predilection for rich men. She's on the hunt for a new sugar daddy, but the commissioner, no stranger to manipulation, resists her wiles, humbling her in the process.


After a brief moping session, Miranda falls asleep in her apartment. She dreams she's nearly ravaged by a powerful, albeit tantalizing, ghost. When she wakes up, she meets the ghost again, only this time its intensions are cruel and sadistic. Eventually, she is able to make out its identity, or at least its facade. It's her ex-husband, the superintendent. But how can that be? He's locked up in a mental hospital.


The demon ghost summons its minions, the slimy little shadow figures with razor-sharp claws, and they rape and disfigure her before hanging her.

Chapter 13


Raleigh is called away from an anniversary dinner with his wife when a body is found. The superintendent has hung himself at the mental hospital. His genitals have been torn away, and his body temperature, Dr. O'Brien realizes, is rising. Christine, hoping to get the scoop on the murder/suicide, manages to pry very little out of Raleigh, a captain now, who will only speak off the record.

Chapter 14


Raleigh gets a call from the morgue the next morning. The superintendent's body has gone up in flames, and nothing is left of his mutilated body or the evidence except a small pile of ashes.


A few days later, a neighbor, worried about Miranda, stops by for a visit and can tell by the smell outside her front door that something terrible has happened. Raleigh and one of his men are the first on the scene, and they discover her mutilated and decomposed body hanging in the bedroom. Raleigh also notices a message scrawled with her blood on the bedroom mirror: 666=1. He barely escapes as Miranda's remains go up in flames. Firemen are called to put out the inferno.

Chapter 15

While Mae Ella and Thomas are enjoying time with their baby at the park, Mae Ella suddenly has a disturbing vision of Cora Lee, now full term with her pregnancy, in pain. They rush home, but they're too late. The maid was unable to stop Cora Lee, who seemed to be in a trancelike state, from getting into her car and heading home to her cabin in the bayou.

Thomas and Dr. Ford rush after her, as do Raleigh and two of his men. Thomas and the doctor arrive first, and their car is bombarded by a flock of ravens acting as sentinels. Cora Lee is inside the cabin. Thomas tries to make a break for the cabin and is almost successful, until the leader of the ravens swoops down and knocks the crucifix that was protecting him from his hands. Thomas, badly wounded once again by the birds, is saved when Raleigh and his detectives arrive and pick off the birds one at a time. 

Inside, the sacrificial ceremony has begun, and six ghosts, including those of Colin Cyrus and Detective Ketchum, materialize along with Satan at Cora Lee's bedside to help deliver the baby to their Master. Raleigh and his men break inside, but he loses one detective immediately to the ghosts who claw him to shreds. 

Chapter 16


With his remaining detective fighting by his side, Raleigh slowly kills off the ghosts, with the ghost of Leon appearing to finally destroy Colin.


While the battle rages around her, Cora Lee gives birth to a beautiful, pale baby boy. Satan, meanwhile, soon realizes he'll have to take the baby himself. Just as he leans over to steal the baby's soul, Raleigh leaps through a wall of fire and throws holy water at him. The captain grabs Cora Lee and the baby, and they escape with their lives and souls intact.
Epilogue


Cora Lee wakes up from a nightmare to find her sister Mae Ella sitting at her bedside in the hospital. Mae Ella and Dr. O'Brien are thrilled and tell her she's been asleep for a long time. She relates the details of her nightmare to them, telling them she knows that Leon has been murdered and that she has already seen the future. She groans in agony as she looks down at her full-term abdomen and realizes her nightmare has just begun.

